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In a few moments we will say Yizkor. We will remember those who are no longer here.

It seems strange that on the holiday of Pesach whefje we look to the future, when

we look to perfecting this world and not at the mext world at all that we call to

mind those who are not here. The Seder ends with a call "L'Shana Habob Yerushalayim'
YNext year in Jerusalem." We speak about Messiamic times when there will be no more
pain or suffering, when there will be no more slavery. We set up a cup for Elijah

who is to herald those days. We even end the Haggadah Chag Gadya. It speaks about
even the triumph of death in this world. 'Them came the Holy One, Blessed be He,

and slew the Angel of Death that killed the Shochut that slaughtered the ox, etc."

Why on this time should we bring to mind memories of the past, the past which is
finished, which is dead? Why when we are concentrating on looking to the future,

when we have thoughts of perfecting this world right in the here and now do we remember
those who have gone before us? Pesach is the holiday of freedom. It is the holiday
which teaches us to throw off the shackles of slavery and become free. What is freedom
anyway? According to the Haggadah, we have a three-fold definition of freedom.

It says "Vayares Onyaynu" "and He saw our affliction.” In this the Rabbis mean separation
of families. "He saw our burden.” These were the children who were thrown into

the river. Then it says "He saw our oppression" and this refers to the Dechak, to

the crushing of our lives. This Dechak is a terrible slavery. We lose all free
choice. We are bound to do what terrible taskmasters tell us to do. But if we examine
freedom we will note that this Dechak refers to men who were chained by all sorts

of phobias and fears.in their ignorance. What really makes a person free is knowledge.
Even if we have no master lording over us our choices are very limited if we have

no knowledge. Why are we sitting here today in an air conditioned room? We have

not changed the laws of nature. It is still hot outside. We have great many more
choices. We can be cool. We do not have to swelter in the heat because we have
knowledge. Knowledge in the physical realm allows us to do so many things that our
ancestors could not do. They were slaves to all sorts of diseases and drudgery that

we no longer have because of our knowledge. We do not change the laws of nature.
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We understand and work with them. This applies also to interpersonal relatiomships.
The knowledge that the Torah gives us on how to live enriches our lives and makes

us free. It does not mean that we will not have Tzores, but we will handle Tzores
better. The second definition of slavery is children, hope for a future. Unless

a person has hope, feels that the future can be better he is a slave. He will not
make any effort to change. He will not try to better himself or society. He will
be overcome with depression and anxiety because nothing can get better. How many
people today are drunks or drug addicts because they have no hope? Finally, there
is the third definition of slavery and the first in the Haggadah: to have families
separated, when people do not have an identity. They do not know who they are and
what they are. They are terribly emslaved. They have no feelings of self-worth.
They have nobody to bring their achievements to. Nothing is really worthwhile to
them. They quiver and they shake before a rotten world which they know is rotten
because they feel rotten. They have no feelings of self-worth. Many times they

do terribly violent things to express their anger at themselves and society for making
them alienated and alone and worth nothing. But more than all these things, where
is it that you learn to have self-worth? Where is it that you learn how to relate
to people, that you get knowledge, that you get hope for the future? It is in the
family. We can always tell an only child. I used to teach for many, many years

and I could always tell an only child because that child, in most instances, never
learned how to emotionally share. They craved an enormous amount of attention and
they had greater difficulty dealing with their classmates. They did not learn how
to share when they were young. It is true that many times there are rivalries in
families and you have to learn how to deal with that, too, but against the world
brothers and sisters defend each other. It is in the family that we learn how to
cope with life, overcome its problems. We learn hope and to whom we bring knowledge.
It is the family that gave us strength to look to the future. The example of a father

and mother coping with the problems of this world is ome of the greatest teachers.
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In the Chag Gadya we end it with "that bit the cat that ate the goat my father bought
for two Zuzim." The father is mentioned. It is they who give us the strength and
courage to look toward the future. It was they who molded us and shaped us and even
today that still form us and shape us even if they are gone. When we make a decision
we think, "What would they do?" Some of us make a different decision and sometimes
we make the same decision they would, bat their outlook is still molding and shaping

" is G-d and heaven

us. In the song of the Haggadah, "Who Knows One?" we say "one
and earth. "Two" are the two tablets of the Ten Couwmandments, but "three" are the
fathers and "four" are the mothers. G-d and the Commandments shape us but right
behind them are our parents, our fathers and wothers. They are not from the dead
past. They are alive with us and every time we make a decision they are right with

us telling us what kind of decision it was. When we advise our children that message
is going to them through us. They are still molding and shaping us and our families.
I am reminded of the story they tell of the ghetto of Rejojo in Poland which had

been decimated. Near the end of its existence they divided it in two. They put

all the able young men and women to one side and all the older and weaker pezople

on another side. One of the young men who had been on the side of the able bodied

ran back to the other side to get his Tephillin. He was caught and accused of looting
and was sentenced to be shot in the morning. His sister heard about it and ran straight
to the head of the Gestapo and said, "I demand that you release my brother." The
Gestapo man said, "Young lady, usually anybody who makes a request like this never
sees the light of day. Tell me, why should I release your brother?" The sister

said, "Because he was going to get a protective religious device and if you let him

go you will return safely to your family when this war is over." The Gestapo chief
looked at her and said, "All right, let her go and let her brother go, too." On

April 14, 1945, one day before the war ended, the Germans saw that it was almost

over for them but they did not want to let the Jews live. Near Gertilagen they herded

1100 young men and women, this boy and his sister and cousin, into a barn and set
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it afire. A thunderstorm came up after a few minutes and put out the fire. However,
1016 young people died. The brother and sister and cousin remained alive. The Nazis,
though, were not satisfied and they next day they herded the survivors into a cart

to take them into the woods to be shot. As they were going to the woods, the German
officer looked at the cousin who had a good voice and said, "Sing." Since it was
around Pesach the cousin started to sing the Heesho-ondo. A German Gestapo officer
asked him what it meant and he said, translating, "This promise made to our forefathers
holds true also for us for more than once have they risen against us to dzstroy us.
In every generation they rise against us and sesk our destruction, but the Holy One,
Blessed be He, saves us from their hands." The officer started to laugh and said,

"We will see who will be saved."” As they took them down to be shot, suddenly a high
ranking German officer appeared and told the Gestapo officer to come with him, that
the war was over. The officer looked at the young psople and said, "It looks like
you were right." The brother and sister and cousin looked at each other and the
brother said, "We were saved because of this Tephillin that our great-grandfather
used to wear. He was a Shamus for the great Chassidic Rabbi, Rabbi Halbershtalm.
Rabbi Halbershtalm was lame and could not walk and he used to carry him on his shoulders.”
The cousin looked at the others and said, "Maybe, but perhaps we were saved because
of the strength and courage and faith of our great-grandfather and grandfather and
parents." Life is many times filled with terrible problems, but with our strength
and courage and with the strength and courage of our parents and grandparents and

ancestors and G-d's help we will overcome.




